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Foreword 


wai It may seem strange or even perverse to equate the 
BAR HILL. Golden Jubilee of H.M. the Queen with ‘Merrie Eng- 
land’. After all, the two eras are hundreds of years apart, 
‘Merrie England’ being applied to any time between Robin 
Hood (if, indeed, he did live, as Hollywood always suggests, in the reign 
of King Richard the Lionheart) and the first Queen Elizabeth. 

However a quick glance at the passage on page 6, ‘The Paladins oF 
Chivalry’, narrows this down to the late Middle Ages, between the acces~ 
sion of King Edward the Third in 1327 and the Battle of Agincourt in 
1415. The reign of King Edward, in fact, lasted fifty and a half years, an 
achievement which the Queen will exceed at the beginning of July. Like 
the last fifty years, it was a time which saw unprecedented change in the 
lives of English men and women: the English language supplanted Nor- 
man French as the language of the law and Parliament; Parliament itself 
acquired a prominence which it was never to relinquish; it was the first 
great era in English literature, that of Geoffrey Chaucer and his ‘Canter- 
bury Tales and William Langland’s ‘Vision of Piers Plowman’ and the Bi- 
ble was translated for the first time into English; names, as we know them 
today, appeared, instead of being separated by interceding prepositions 
or articles; the Feudal System began to crumble, and the wool trade made 
England one of the richest states in Europe. Above all, it was the first era 
of the ‘common man’, whose language was adopted by his social superi- 
ors, and who was responsible for the great victories at Crecy and Agincourt 
where his skill with bow and arrow proved that the heavily armoury 
mounted knight was not invincible. 

All of this was against the background of wars with Scotland and 
France, as well as intermittent civil wars, just as the achievements of the 
Queen’s reign has been against wars in many parts of the world. It would 
be banal and somewhat hackneyed to make ‘the last fifty years’ or ‘the 
first Elizabeth’ a theme for this féte. Nostalgia would inevitably be a fea- 
ture of the former, and the latter would merely be a reminiscence of the 
optimistic mood of the country in the first few years of the Queen’s reign. 
A reflection of an era which has close parallels with certain aspects of the 
last fifty years would appear to be more appropriate. 


Roger Hall 
Chairman, Bar Hill Residents’ Association 


May 24" 
(09.30) 


June 1* 
a> 


June 6% 


June 8® 
(02.00) 


Timetable 


Presentation of Jubilee Mugs to all the children of 
Bar Hill School, followed by the School Jubilee Lunch 


Social Club Jubilee Disco 


Senior Citizens Tea Party, organised by ‘Knit and Nat 
ter’ and Happy Hours 


Village Fete on the theme of a Mediaeval Fayre 


June 8" and 9" Flower Festival at Bar Hill Church 
(12.00 — 6.00) 
( 2.00 — 05.30) 


June 8% 


June 8% 


June 9" 
(10.00) 


June 9% 
(02.00) 


June 11% 
(11.30) 


Youth Club Open Day 


Evening of Entertainment by RADSOC, An Olde Tyme 
Music Hall 


Bar Hill Church; the Village Jubilee Service 
to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the accession of 
H.M. the Queen. 


Annual Cricket Match: Bar Hill Cricket Club against 
Bar Hill Church 


Jubilee Picnic for all pre-school children on the 
Village Green 


The Bar Hill Féte 2002 


Featuring a Mediaeval tented encampment with King’s pavilion and 
other tents including ‘round pavilions’ and a banqueting tent, plus 
a kitchen area. Stalls and Sideshows in the adjoining Mediaeval 
Fayre include:- 

An Archery Demonstration 

Fortune Tellers 

A Wishing Well (proceeds to be donated to the Milton Hospice) 

Stocks (Bar Hill Guides will officiate!) 

Robin Hood and his Merry Men (Bar Hill Cubs) 

Raptor Foundation 

Hog Roast 

Home Grown Produce for sale (Allotments Association) 
Of a more modern vintage 

A ‘Bucking Bronco’ 

A Roundabout 

Card Games (Toy Library) 

Pony and Trap (Tots and Teds) 

Tombola and Information Stall (Residents’ Association) 

Bottle Tombola (Happy Hours) 

Balloons Galore 

Bric a Brac (Knit and Natter) 

Goal Shooting Competition (Football Club) 9) 

Skittles (Royal British Legion) 
And contributions from 

The Village Hall Playgroup 

The National Women’s Register 

Bar Hill Church 
Refreshments 

Teas provided by the Youth Club in the Old Farmhouse 

Teas also at the Scout Hut 

Ice Cream 

Candy Floss and Sweets 

Soft Drinks (Toy Library) 

Cakes (provided by the Guides) 


Programme of Events 


3.00 


3.30 


(> 4.00 


Opening of the Féte by Friar Tuck 


The Paladins of Chivalry 
The ‘Arming’ of a Knight, followed by a combat 
display between two Knights, a contest for honour 
and glory. 


The Raptor Foundation 
A Demonstration of the Art of Falconry 


Maypole Dancing 
by the children of Bar Hill School 


The Paladins of Chivalry 
A display Mediaeval Dance, ranging from the ‘el- 
egant and courtly’ Alexandrescue to the ‘rowdy’ 
Horses Brawl 


Che saladins of Chibalry 


The Paladins of Chivalry are a south London-based 
society with a keen interest in the fourteenth century, hd 
between the accession of King Edward the Third in 1327 | 
and the Battle of Agincourt in 1415. Members have iad : 
researched many areas of heraldry, armour and weap- \ .Qametg._/ 
onry, costume, dance, falconry and food, some ofthem ‘\. 4 
having the talents of a seamstress, bowyer and fletcher yx; | 4 
and shoemaker. Costumes are as accurate to the pe- paladins 
riod as possible, and represent the whole social struc- af. chivalry 
ture from the humblest peasant dressed in poorly- 

made and patched clothing to the most noble in extravagantly lav- 
ish and colourful velvets and brocade. 

Each member has his or her own character; whether an actual 
historic character or a fictitious one, many hours having been spent 
in research. In the case of historic characters, providing the infor- 
mation is available, coats of arms have been copied and their life 
stories and deeds have been learned. The fictitious characters, es- 
pecially from among the lower classes, represent composites of what 
individuals of the period would have been like. 

Society members meet twice a week to practise fighting tech- 
niques, learn new dances and instruct new members. The fighting 
style the society has adopted is not ‘staged’; no fight is ever rehearsed, 
and is an actual contest between the two combatants. All weapons’ 
are necessarily blunted, but as they may have sharp burs on their 
edges after a fight, members of the public cannot be allowed to han- 
dle them. However, members are available to answer questions, and 
children can try on their favourite knights’ helmets or gauntlets. 

Although England was at war almost continually during this 
period, it was the greatest period of chivalry and culture. A knight 
was expected to entertain his lady by reading romantic poems, dance 
elegantly and courteously, and defend her honour and well as his 
own. The legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 
Table served as examples of how knights of this period were ex- 
pected to behave — the true paladins of chivalry. 


The Cambridgeshire Raptor Foundation 


The Cambridgeshire Raptor Foundation cares for owls, hawks, 
falcons, buzzards and numerous other birds of prey in its sanctuary 
of thirty acres at Woodhurst between Somersham and St. Ives. This 
is the home of over 300 raptors of more than 25 species, many of 
which are threatened or endangered. 


The Foundation 

- Provides medical care for injured birds 

- Returns rehabilitated birds to the wild 

- Provides a sanctuary for ‘unreleasable’ raptors 

- Undertakes research into environmental problems and con- 
servation matters 

- Breeds from permanently injured raptors so that the off- 
spring may take their place in the wild 

- Provides visitors an opportunity, either at the sanctuary or 
at events such as the Bar Hill Féte, to learn about birds of 


prey 


Demonstrations of the ancient art of falconry are also featured 
at the sanctuary and at special events. 


1. 
If souls could sing to heaven's high King 
As blackbirds pipe on earth, 
How those delicious courts would ring 
With gusts of lovely mirth! 
What white-robed throng could lift a song 
So mellow with righteous glee 
As this brown bird that all day long 
Delights my hawthorn tree. 
Hark! That's the thrush 
With speckled breast 
From yon white bush 
Chaunting his best, 
Te Deum! Te Deum laudamus! 


II. 
If earthly dreams be touched with gleams 
Of Paradisal air, 
Some wings, perchance, of earth may glance 
Around our slumbers there; 
Some breaths of may might drift our way 
With scents of leaf and loam, 

Some whistling bird at dawn be heard 
From those old woods of home. 
Hark! That's the thrush 
With speckled breast 
From yon white bush 
Chaunting his best, 

Te Deum! Te Deum laudamus! 


Il. 
No King or priest shall mar my feast 
Where'er my soul may range. 
I have no fear of heaven's good cheer 
Unless our Master change. 
But when death's night is dying away, 
If I might choose my bliss, 
My love should say, at break of day, 
With her first waking kiss:-- 
Hark! That's the thrush 
With speckled breast, 
From yon white bush 
Chaunting his best, 
Te Deum! Te Deum laudamus! 
by 
ALFRED NOYES 


